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sion, and would not brook the idea of seeing the House of Austria
driven from Italy, as it would have been if the King of England's
proposal had been carried out. He therefore declared it was
altogether unheard of and unnatural to divide a succession under
such circumstances, and that he would hear nothing upon the
subject until after the death of the King of Spain. The resist-
ance he made caused the whole scheme to corne to the ears of
the King of Spain, instead of remaining a secret, as was in-
tended.

The King of Spain made a great stir in consequence of what
had taken place, as though the project had been formed to strip
him, during his lifetime, of his realm. His ambassador in Eng-
land spoke so insolently, that he was ordered to leave the coun-
try by William, and retired to Flanders. The Emperor, who
did not wish to quarrel with England, intervened at this point,
and brought about a reconciliation between the two powers.
The Spanish ambassador returned to London.

The Emperor next endeavoured to strengthen his party in
Spain. The reigning Queen was his sister-in-law and was all-
powerful. Such of the nobility and of the ministers who would
not bend before her she caused to be dismissed ; and none were
favoured by her who were not partisans of the House of Austria.
The Emperor had, therefore, a powerful ally at the Court of
Madrid to aid him in carrying out his plans ; and the King was
so much in his favour, that he had made a will bequeathing
his succession to the Archduke. Everything therefore seemed
to promise success to the Emperor.

But just at this time, a small party arose in Spain, equally
opposed to the Emperor, and to the propositions of the King of
England. This party consisted at first of only five persons:
namely, Villafranca, Medina-Sidonia, Villagarcias, Villena, and
San Estevan, all of them nobles, and well instructed in the
affairs of government. Their wish was to prevent the dismember-
ment of the Spanish kingdomjby conferring the whole succes-
sion upon the son of the only son of the Queen of France, Maria
Theresa, sister of the King of Spain. There were however, too
great obstacles in their path. Maria Theresa, upon her mar-
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